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of the Managing Director, Female Hockey.  All teams must provide the min-
imum league and playoff game times listed in Section G(5) and must follow 
the game starting times specified in Section G(3). 

 (d) The regular season playing schedule, including Placement rounds, should 
be in effect as soon after registration as the League Managers deem possi-
ble and completed in time to allow for league, playoffs, and provincial, reg-
ional, and national championships. 

 (e) In the case of a team no show, refer to Section G(10).  In the case of 
rescheduled games, refer to Section G(11). 

 (f) Period times - refer to Section G(6), G(7), G(8), and G(9). 

2. Players and Teams: 
 (a) Divisions of Competition: 
  (i) The Female Hockey Committee shall determine the number of divi-

sions and level of competition within each division prior to the start of 
the season.  Age divisions shall be according to HC designation (HC 
Reg. B.1). 

  (ii) Special permission may be granted for non-HC carded teams to reg-
ister over-age players with the approval of the Female Hockey Com-
mittee. 

 (b) Teams: 
  (i) Players on HC-carded teams shall be registered according to Section 

C(7-10). 
  (ii) Players on non-HC-carded teams shall be registered according to Sec-

tion C(14-19). 
  (iii) All teams and Associations shall keep the PCAHA office and Manag-

ing Director, Female Hockey informed of the names, addresses, tele-
phone numbers and facsimile numbers of the current Team and 
Association officials and Association contact. 

  (iv) Equal Ice Time Rule (non-HC-carded) - see Section E(11). 
 (c) Affiliate Players - refer to Section C(25-26) and C(28-29). 
 (d) Association Boundaries: 
  (i) The zone boundaries of Associations entering Female teams are as 

defined in Addendum #1. 
  (ii) In the case of no Female team in the Association, see Section D(8)(b). 
  (iii) In the case of no HC-carded Female team in the Association in the 

player’s division (HC-carded levels only), see Section D(8)(a). 
  (iv) In order to promote the development of Female Minor Hockey in its for-

mative years, in the event a new Association is formed or a boundary 
changed, a player residing in the new Association’s zone boundaries 
must play for the new Association unless the player has been regis-
tered for the two previous seasons with another Association, in which 
case the player may remain with that Association.  In the event that a 
player registered out-of-zone under the provisions of this rule moves 
residence to a zone other than her residential Association’s zone, such 
player shall move to her new residential Association at the conclusion 
of the current season. 

3. Female Initiation Hockey: 
 (a) Objectives: 
  (i) To provide an introduction to team play for hockey players aged 6 and 

under in a non-competitive, recreational structure. 
  (ii) To promote skill development and sportsmanship. 
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  (iii) No standings shall be kept for any league arrangements, tournaments, 
or jamborees. 

  (iv) There shall be no playoffs of any kind. 
  (v) Game limit to be set at the discretion of the PCAHA Female Hockey 

Committee prior to league play.  However, game limits and game limit-
ations shall not exceed those outlined in Section R(3)(b)(i), R(3)(c)(i), 
and R(3)(e)(i). 

  (vi) Out-of-District travel is not permitted. 

Note: BC Hockey has mandated use of the cross-ice hockey format for all levels below 
Atom (including Female Initiation), effective the 2016-2017 season.  As a result, all 
Female Initiation games shall follow the cross-ice hockey format.  For further information, 
please visit the PCAHA web site. 

 (b) Playing Rules: 
  (i) In each game, equal ice time shall be given to all players regardless of 

playing ability. 
  (ii) The Shift Length Buzzer Rule shall be mandatory for Female Initiation 

hockey. 
  (iii) A strict rotational system of line changes shall be used. 
  (iv) Team composition shall follow the “On-Ice Team Size” section of the 

PCAHA Cross Ice guidelines. 
  (v) The score shall not be posted on the scoreboard. 
  (vi) The Goal Limitation Rule shall apply to all games. 
  (vii) The official PCAHA four-page game report shall be used for all games 

except that no record of scoring shall be kept. 
  (viii) Coaches shall be directly responsible to ensure that hockey is played 

for the purpose of instruction on a strictly informal, “fun” basis. 

4. Female Novice Hockey: 
 (a) Objectives: 
  (i) To provide an introduction to team play for hockey players aged 8 and 
   under in a non-competitive, recreational structure. 
  (ii) To promote skill development and sportsmanship. 
  (iii) No standings shall be kept for any league arrangements, tournaments, 

or jamborees. 
  (iv) There shall be no playoffs of any kind. 
  (v) Game limit to be set at the discretion of the PCAHA Female Hockey 

Committee prior to League play.  Game limits and game limitations 
shall not exceed those outlined in Section R(3)(b)(iii), R(3)(c)(iii), and 
R(3)(e)(iii). 

  (vi) Out-of-District travel is not permitted. 

Note: BC Hockey has mandated use of the cross-ice hockey format for all levels below 
Atom (including Female Novice), effective the 2016-2017 season.  As a result, all Female 
Novice games shall follow the cross-ice hockey format.  For further information, please 
visit the PCAHA web site. 

 (b) Playing Rules: 
  (i) In each game, equal ice time shall be given to all players regardless of 

playing ability. 
  (ii) The Shift Length Buzzer Rule shall be utilized until Christmas.  After 

Christmas this rule shall be removed unless both teams agree to use 
the Shift Length Buzzer Rule prior to their game. 

  (iii) Shift Length Buzzer Rule - see Section R(4). 
  (iv) The score shall not be posted on the scoreboard. 
  (v) The Goal Limitation Rule shall apply to all games. 
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FEMALE INITIATION AND NOVICE SUMMARY 

(for guideline purposes) 
Note: BC Hockey has mandated use of the cross-ice hockey format for all levels below Atom 
(including Female Initiation and Female Novice), effective the 2016-2017 season.  As a result, all 
Female Initiation and Female Novice games shall follow the cross-ice hockey format.  For further 
information, please visit the PCAHA web site. 

 Female Initiation Female Novice 
Ages 6 years old and younger 8 years old and younger 

*IP Manual IP B Manual or equivalent IP D Manual or equivalent 

Teams *Teams formed not earlier than 
Nov. 1st 

*Teams formed not earlier than 
Oct. 15th 

League Games ***6 assigned league games to 
start on or after Jan. 1st of the 
current season 

***Up to 13 assigned league 
games to start on or after Dec. 1st 
of the current season 

Maximum Number of 
Games (**) 

25 total games, which can include 
a maximum of 2 tournaments 
(unless further restricted by the 
Female Hockey Committee) 

35 total games (unless further 
restricted by the Female Hockey 
Committee) 

Cross-Ice Hockey 
Required 

Yes Yes 

Shift Length Buzzer Required Optional 

Penalties No - see “Section 7. Referees” of 
PCAHA Cross-Ice Guidelines for 
guidance 

No - see “Section 7. Referees” of 
PCAHA Cross-Ice Guidelines for 
guidance 

*Dressed 
Goaltenders 

Yes Yes 

Out of District Travel 
Permitted? 

No No 

Posting Scores No No 

Equal Ice time Required Required 

Standings/Playoffs No No 
*-Recommendation only.  **-includes all exhibition, tournament/jamboree, and league games. 
***-See PCAHA Cross-Ice Guidelines for exemptions to this schedule. 

 
 
 
  (vi) The official PCAHA four-page game report shall be used for all games. 
  (vii) Coaches shall be directly responsible to ensure that hockey is played 

for the purpose of instruction on a strictly informal, “fun” basis. 

5. Referees and Officials - The Association Referee-in-Chief or referee assigner 
shall ensure that assigned on-ice officials are familiar with Female Hockey playing 
rules, in particular HC Rule 6.2(b) - no Body Checking. 

6. Complaints - Complaints on any matter (excluding complaints about on-ice offi-
cials) shall be submitted in writing to the League Manager. 
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7. Discipline and Suspensions: 
 (a) Discipline of Teams: 
  (i) All team officials and/or players, as applicable, must answer to all writ-

ten complaints filed with the Managing Director, Female Hockey, for 
occurrences of the following: 

   z Harassment of referees and/or game officials. 
   z Foul and abusive language on the players bench. 
   z Foul and abusive language on the ice towards other players and/or 

game officials. 
   z Unusually high number of penalties being accumulated in games. 
   z Destruction or defacing of dressing rooms, etc. 
   z Violation of arena rules and regulations regarding the use of drugs 

and the consumption of alcohol. 
  (ii) If for any reason, the Managing Director, Female Hockey, feels that it 

is in the best interest of female hockey to order the expulsion of a 
team, such expulsion must be dealt with at a meeting of the Female 
Hockey Committee. 

 (b) Suspensions: 
  (i) The Female Hockey Committee has the power to suspend any player, 

team and/or team official for infraction of any of the Rules and Regula-
tions, or for engaging in conduct deemed to be unacceptable and not 
in the best interest of the PCAHA or its members, whether such con-
duct occurs on or off the ice.  In the case of an emergency the Man-
aging Director, Female Hockey, can exercise the above rights for a 
period of up to seven days. 

  (ii) Automatic suspensions to team officials and players - see Sections 
H(4) and H(5). 

8. Playoff Structure - Refer to Section N(5). 

9. Awards: 
 (a) League Winner: The team winning the most points in each Flight shall be 

awarded the “League Winner” banner. 
 (b) Playoff Championship: The teams winning the Flight playoffs in each Flight 

will be given a “Playoff Champions” banner for that division. 
 (c) Most Sportsmanlike Team Award: To be awarded in each division to the 

team with the lowest penalty minute average per game. 

10. Voting: 
 (a) At a Female Hockey Committee meeting, each member Association shall be 

entitled to exercise votes as follows: one vote for the Association, and up to 
four (4) votes for teams within the Association. 

 (b) One delegate may carry all votes for his/her Association. 

11. Amendments to Female Minor Rules and Regulations: 
 (a) Adoption of or amendments to the Minor Rules and Regulations on matters 

specific to Female Hockey shall be approved by the Female Hockey Com-
mittee at a special rules meeting prior to submission to the PCAHA Rules 
Committee. 

 (b) All special rules meetings of the Female Hockey Committee shall require a 
quorum which shall consist of not less than fifty per cent (50%) of members 
entitled to be present, as well as fifty per cent (50%) of Member Associa-
tions. 
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 (c) A two-thirds majority vote of members present who are entitled to vote at a 
special rules meetings of the Female Hockey Committee shall be sufficient 
to pass any amendment to the Rules and Regulations. 

 
SECTION K 

COMPLAINTS, PROTESTS, APPEALS 
1. League Manager shall rule in all disputes arising within his/her league and present 

a written report to the Managing Director within 5 days of the decision. 

2. Game protests during the regular season shall be transmitted in writing to the 
League Manager within 72 hours, counted from the completion of the game in 
question.  In the case of playoff games, all protests or complaints shall be in writ-
ing on Association letterhead signed by the Association President, or in the 
absence of the President, a Vice-President, and filed with the Managing Director, 
within 24 hours of the completion of the game in question. 

 Note: An appeal of a Managing Director’s decision on a game protest of a playoff 
game shall be filed in writing with the PCAHA Executive Director within 48 
hours of the decision of the Managing Director.  Please refer to the proced-
ure in By-Law 69. 

3. Appeals to the League Manager’s ruling on any matter may be made in writing on 
Association letterhead signed by the President or hockey chairperson or, in the 
absence of the President, a Vice-President.  The appeal shall be directed to the 
Managing Director within 72 hours, counted from the time of being advised of the 
League Manager’s ruling, accompanied by a cheque in the amount of $25.00 pay-
able to the PCAHA. This fee will be refunded if the appeal is upheld. 

4. For appeals of any ruling of a Managing Director, PCAHA Committee, or member 
of the PCAHA Executive Committee, please refer to By-Laws 69, 70, and 71. 

5. In all cases above, the results of a protest or appeal shall be conveyed to the 
Association or individual submitting the protest/appeal by telephone within 48 
hours of the decision, to be confirmed in writing within 14 days. 

6. Complaints regarding on-ice officials must be made in writing on Association let-
terhead and signed by the President (or, in the absence of the President, a Vice-
President) or Referee-in-Chief of the Association.  It will then be forwarded to the 
BC Hockey Minor Officiating Lead (OL) complete with a copy of the gamesheet.  A 
courtesy copy should be sent to the PCAHA Office.  The OL will investigate the 
complaint and take any action necessary with regards to disciplining officials.  
Alternatively, if a complaint is found to have embellished or misrepresented 
events, the OL will forward the matter on to the appropriate PCAHA Managing Dir-
ector who will take appropriate disciplinary action against the person(s) respon-
sible. 

 
SECTION L 

EXHIBITION GAMES AND TOURNAMENTS 
1. Permission to play in any exhibition game, tournaments, or jamborees must be 

obtained from the League Manager. 


