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Each year Langley Minor Hockey receives questions regarding Rep fees / costs / ice time versus “C” Division fees / costs / ice times.

We hope that the following will assist everyone in understanding the breakdown of the costs and ice times:

All ice times in each division are governed by the rules of PCAHA which say that in a 1.5 hour or 1.25 hour game slot you may only play a 5 minute warm up with three 15 minute periods.  In most cases this can be accomplished in the 1.25 hour time frame.  While it is nice to have the 1.5 hour slot, it does not always play a factor in the completion of the total time. At this time only the Midget Division is required to have 1.5 hour game slots. Our Rep team’s receive two practice times a week that are fixed in order to help facilitate the scheduling of a Rep team that play’s two game’s a week one home / one away. while our C teams practice once a week and play either a home game or away game once a week. Two C teams in each division also play an LMHA interleague game once a week on a 3 or 4 week rotating basis depending on the number of teams per division.

The Rep teams have been allotted the following ice times:

· The AAA receive Two 1.25 hour practice slots – if available

· The B teams receive one 1 hour practice slot and one 1.25 hour practice slot – if available

All Rep teams pay an additional $3,000 per team to cover the costs of their extra practice ice per week.  That equates to $176.47 / player for a 17-player team.  In addition to the extra ice costs, each Rep Player pays a $225.00 carding fee of which $15.00 goes to PCAHA and the balance of that money helps LMHA offset the extra costs that Rep hockey incurs (ie: ice / refs / 2nd jersey’s and sock’s).  The total extra cost per player playing at the rep level is $401.47 over and above the $500 LMHA early registration fee for all players.  Each player participating in the Rep program pays a total of $901.47 to LMHA; that is 80% greater than a player participating in the “C” program.

The question of rep versus “C” arises each year and LMHA endeavours to make its’ “C” program better.  

A couple of years ago LMHA added inter-league games for all teams in the Atom to Midget Divisions.  These inter-league games incur extra costs that are not charged back to the individual players.  These costs include game ice slots and referees in the amount of $1,360.00 for each division.  This year LMHA added a significant number of ice slots to deal with the excess number of Midget C goalies at a considerable expense.

LMHA also provides a year end Tournament [The Langley Cup] in spring for all of the “C” Division teams from Atom to Midget at ice costs for this tournament of over $4,000.00 which does not include the referees costs.  This tournament is put on at the end of the season at no cost to the participating teams.   As of this date, no other association provides this year-end tournament for their “C” Division program.

With the help of our www.findice..com program, LMHA teams can post their ice for sale / trade.  Teams looking for extra ice can get up to 1.5 hours of ice for a $150.00 or less.  In addition to the teams posting ice LMHA posts its unused spare ice each Sunday / Monday for the following week at various rates to try to recover the costs of any spare ice.  This ice is deemed free 24hrs before use [if not purchased] and given to LMHA coaches on a first call first served basis.  This program is utilized by many of the LMHA “C” Division coaches each week to bolster their teams on-ice schedule.
In conclusion LMHA is constantly trying to make the Rep player value / cost versus the “C” Division player value / cost as fair as possible for both divisions by moving forward each year with new ideas.  With all the above information it seems to be a complex formula that can be interpreted in many ways in determining who is actually getting more value for their dollar!  

We hope this helps answer some of the questions raised each year on Rep versus “C” Division costs and ice usage.
