LMH  POLICY

INITIATION PLAYER MOVEMENT

The executive committee of the Langley Minor Hockey Association believes that over time, there are no advantages or benefits to moving Initiation players within age brackets for the following reasons:

1.  Size and skill 

Basing child placement on size and skill alone overlooks the fundamental reason for community sport: fun, participation, and developing friendships.

We support the notion that children should develop alongside their peers.

It’s a fact that weaker kids will always be at every level; to be bumped from H3 to H4 does not mean fewer weaker players on your team or that of an opponent.

2.  A misguided belief that kids are giving indications of what they’ll be like in the future


For every Wayne Gretzky, there are thousands of “can’t miss” beer leaguers.  For every Michelle Wie who lives under constant parental pressure, there are scores of really good golfers who will never see the tour.  Were they crushed under the weight of parental or adult expectation?  Our hockey culture focus is on the very select few who are truly prodigies and make it all the way but we always forget about the many who burnt out or simply faded away.

3.  Heightened expectations from parents consistently leads to burnout and eventually most players quit the sport all together


Placing pressure on kids almost never works in favour of the child.  It is without question that by moving a player, expectations on that young person must change.  Extra pressure would come from the coach, team mates, other parents, the association…….the demands are unquestionably higher and cannot be argued to be in the best interest of the child.

4.  Many sports psychologists believe that before age 12, children simply aren’t ready to perform the complex sequences and skills that hockey requires.

          The mental aspect of the game, adjusting to the speed and tempo of the play, the knowledge of how to react in situations with pressure or anticipate the play are critical skills to learn at an early age. Similarly with puck control, especially under pressure, and so on with every other skill necessary for success.  Skill mastery is difficult, if not impossible to teach.  It must be developed.  By corollary, then, it should be recognized that skill levels will actually diminish as the speed of the game increases, the mental processing of the game decreases as pressure increases and the understanding of the game is essentially removed.  Call it the rookie factor, where a player who is thrust into the higher level will consistently make mistakes despite being a very proficient player at a lower level.  His strategy is simply not to make a mistake as he is in constant panic mode.  He is not developing but rather is regressing.  

5.  A strong likelihood that our kids are already over-coached.


Do we really need systems or can the kids just have some fun? Observing kids playing hockey on a pond is often different from watching minor hockey.  One could argue that creativity is often coached out of the game.  Initiation hockey is to instil the love of the game; not the love of coaching.  If youth sports can have a lot of influence on a 5-8 year old psyche, then it can also disrupt development by good intentioned adults

6.  Injury.

The probability of an injury to a younger player could be higher

7.   Missing the fun.


All of this discourse is based on competition and its value in our system.  This sends a clear message to youth of all ages.  So the question is:  what direction should the weakest kid on the team follow?  The implication is clear.  He should get lost so we can enjoy watching kids who are better.  If this child leaves the game, we have lost a potential winner who would have further challenged the best kid on the ice in years to come.  For our kids to get better, they must be challenged.  And challenge can only come from those kids who are improving, learning to love the game, having fun and who feel welcome on the ice.

8.   We know from experience that our parent organization (PCAHA) discourages this notion on the following basis:


Rarely in child’s best interest


Always a subjective decision to move a player



Who makes the decision and on what criteria


Discounts development of others


Promotes the assembling of select teams within associations
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